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April 29, 2026

‘Europasinfonie’ launches composition competition:
A globally unique experiment in musical collaboration seeks new

works

On 18 June 2027, Europasinfonie will offer audiences a new form of collaboration beyond the
traditional concert hall. In a unique project, twelve symphony orchestras and choirs from across
Europe will be brought together to form a single ensemble connected in real time. This is a powerful
symbol for Europe and, at the same time, marks the dawn of a new era of artistic formats. An
experiment under the motto ‘Twelve countries. One orchestra’.

At the heart of this visionary project is an international composition competition, which begins on 2
May 2026. The open call for entries is seeking works that artistically engage with the unique
conditions of a distributed real-time performance, in which the participating ensembles are
connected via a digital network. A large string orchestra will perform live in the concert hall, whilst all
other sections will be present virtually on large LED screens.

Supporting European composers

An international jury will award a total of three composition commissions: two for orchestral works,
and one for an orchestral work with choir. Composers from the 27 EU member states and other
eligible countries may submit one 2-minute excerpt per category via www.europasinfonie.eu from 2
May until 31 July 2026. The three selected composers will have the opportunity to create a 15-20-
minute work for the Europasinfonie concert. Each composition commission comes with a fee of
€14,000.

A key priority of Europasinfonie is to support young artists. We therefore particularly encourage
composers under the age of 35 to submit their proposals. At least one of the three commissions will
be awarded to a representative of this age group, although there are no age restrictions.

The jury meeting will take place on 28 and 29 September 2026 in Dresden, Germany. The three
selected composers will be announced at a press conference on 30 September 2026 at the Dresden
Exhibition Centre.

Markus Rindt, Artistic Director of Dresdner Sinfoniker:

“I look forward to receiving submissions from across Europe and am very keen to see what ideas the
composers develop to deal creatively with the network-related delays. Whilst we will be able to
significantly reduce the latency, the laws of physics - particularly the speed of light - do impose
certain limits on us. Through the Europasinfonie project, musicians and composers will be able to
explore entirely new paths of pan-European collaboration in the future.”

Weitere Informationen & Pressekontakt Dresdner Sinfoniker:
+49 156 7938 6770 | presse@dresdner-sinfoniker.de
www.dresdner-sinfoniker.de
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Facts about Europasinfonie’s Composition Competition

Two categories:

One entry may be submitted in each of the two categories.
Entries may be submitted in one or both categories.

* Category 1: work for symphony orchestra
* Category 2: work for symphony orchestra and choir

Composition commission for winners:

* 3 works, 14,000 Euro gross each

Submission window: n

%  Start: 2 May 2026, 08:00 (CEST)
% End: 31 July 2026, 23:00 (CEST) NEW COMPOSITIONS

All entries must be submitted through Europasinfonie's website,
starting 2 May 2026: http://www.europasinfonie.eu

Selection process, announcement and world premieres:

*  Jury meeting: 28-29 September 2026 in Dresden, Germany
*  Press conference: Announcement of the winners: 30 September 2026 in Dresden, Germany
*  Concert: 18 Juni 2027, Messe Dresden, Hall 1, Germany

Conditions of participation:

* The ensembles are connected via a high-performance network. Due to physical constraints,
very long distances result in latency that affects synchronised ensemble playing. This call for
entries is therefore expressly aimed at composers who are willing to incorporate this condition
into their musical language.

%  Eligibility is open to residents of European countries: the 27 EU member states, as well as, for
example, Iceland, Albania or Ukraine, among others.

*  Submitted works must not have been previously published or performed.

In addition to the score of an excerpt of at least 2 minutes, a concept text must be submitted.

*

%  Submissions are welcome from all individuals, regardless of gender, origin, religion, disability,
age or sexual identity.

. Weitere Informationen & Pressekontakt Dresdner Sinfoniker: %
+49 156 7938 6770 | presse@dresdner-sinfoniker.de < x Co-Funded by the
. www.dresdner-sinfoniker.de * o % European Union
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Artistic Partners:

Dresdner Sinfoniker (Germany) - Athens State Orchestra (Greece) - Brussels Philharmonic (Belgium) -
Estonian National Symphony Orchestra (Estonia) - No Borders Orchestra (Serbia) - Orchestra Sinfonica
di Milano (Italy) - Orquesta Sinfénica de Madrid (Spain) - Pannon Philharmonic (Hungary) - Sinfonia
Varsovia (Poland) - Mozarteum Lab Choir Salzburg (Austria) - Czech Philharmonic Choir Brno (Czech
Republic) - N.N. (United Kingdom)

* Andrea Molino - Musical Director

Technical Development & Cooperation:

* Hochschule Anhalt, Koéthen

* Prof. Dr.-Ing. habil. Alexander Carét

* PxB Studios GmbH, Berlin

* Technische Universitat, Berlin

* Mozarteum Salzburg (Centre for Choral Education Research and Practice)

The Europasinfonie project is funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of
the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and
Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.

Dresdner Sinfoniker are co-financed by the State of Saxony and the State Capital Dresden.
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